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Analysis

• Historical: Portmanteau were once 
transparantly separatistic, but structure has 
changed (fusion, paradigmatic shifts)

• Structural: Capture current regularities 

• Project goal: Combine these perspectives



a bit portmanteauportmanteau-likeportmanteauoid

Portmanteau is not a 
black/white question



Quantify 
Portmanteauicity

• To which extent is a form portmanteauoid?

• Can we put a number of that?

• Can we do it in a way that can be applied 
to any language?



Mojave



Subject Imper-
ative1 2 3

Imper-
ative

1 ʔnᴶm- nᴶ- ʔnᴶk-

Object 2 nᴶ- m-

3 ʔ- m- ø- k-

IntransitiveIntransitive ʔ- m- ø- k-

Mojave Person Prefixes



Current attemps

• Consider all cells in the table

• Choose a set of factors that might be 
relevant (today: marginal categories)

• Try to predict the occurrence (and 
absence) of any phoneme in the paradigm 
from these factors

• Use general statistical methods (today: 
generalized linear modelling with ‘step’)



Subject Imper-
ative1 2 3

Imper-
ative

1 ʔnᴶm- nᴶ- ʔnᴶk-

Object 2 nᴶ- m-

3 ʔ- m- ø- k-

IntransitiveIntransitive ʔ- m- ø- k-

Mojave Person Prefixes



1 subj 2 subj 3 subj imper
ative

1 obj 2 obj 3 obj intran
sitive

ʔ + - + -

nᴶ + + +

m - + +

k - - -

Subject Imper-
ative1 2 3

Imper-
ative

1 ʔnᴶm- nᴶ- ʔnᴶk-

Object 2 nᴶ- m-

3 ʔ- m- ø- k-

IntransitiveIntransitive ʔ- m- ø- k-



Jamul Tiipay



Subject

1 2 3

1 nᴶem- nᴶVʔ-

Object 2 nᴶ- m-

3 ʔ- m- w-

IntransitiveIntransitive ʔ- m- w-

Tiipay Person Prefixes



1 subj 2 subj 3 subj 1 obj 2 obj 3 obj
intran
sitive

ʔ + - + -

nᴶ + + +

m - + +

e + +

V - +

w - - - -

Subject

1 2 3

1 nᴶem- nᴶVʔ-

Object 2 nᴶ- m-

3 ʔ- m- w-

IntransitiveIntransitive ʔ- m- w-



1 subj 2 subj 3 subj 1 obj 2 obj

ʔ + - + -

nᴶ + + +

m - + +

1 subj 2 subj 3 subj 1 obj 2 obj

ʔ + - + -

nᴶ + + +

m - + +

Mojave Jamul Tiipay

Subject

1 2 3

1 nᴶem- nᴶVʔ-
Object 2 nᴶ- m-

3 ʔ- m- w-

IntransitiveIntransitive ʔ- m- w-

Subject

1 2 3

1 ʔnᴶm- nᴶ-
Object 2 nᴶ- m-

3 ʔ- m- ø-

IntransitiveIntransitive ʔ- m- ø-



Guarani



SubjectSubject Intran
sitive1 sg 1 pl Incl 2 sg 2 pl 3
Intran
sitive

1 sg che-che-che-che-

Object 1 pl ore-ore-ore-ore-

Incl yane-yane-

2 sg ro-ro- ne-ne-

2 pl po-po- pene-pene-

3
a- ro- ya- re- pe- o-

i-

IntransitiveIntransitive
a- ro- ya- re- pe- o-

Guarani Person Prefixes



Conclusion

• The notion of portmanteau needs a gradual 
quantification for cross-linguistic comparison

• The details of the quantification still need 
more work!


